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SOLAR HALO OF MAY 20,1915, AT PHILADELPHIA. 

0 1 1  20, 1915, there w-ms .z h r i h i i t  sda r  lido visible 
froiii :ibout 10 n.. in. (75th nicrir1i:in t,imr) to after noo11, 
:kt m n n ~  poiiit,s in Pennsylvaui:i, I)eli~.rnarc, New Jerscy, 
XPW 1 ork, mcl Cbniiecticnt. This :wca of visibilit,y 
corrrspondecl very closely to t,be :we:% co\-ered by :i lunar 
liiilo 011 April 33, lS9S, clescribed in t,his REVIEW? April, 
1 Sits, 26 : 1GS. Tlic plieiioiiieii~~ii of t,lic presriits nioiitli 
cnuseil widesprcnd comiiient, iriid quite B litt,lr alarm 
it111011g those ig1ii~:in t. of its t.rue iiiit,uro niid significance; 
We:i t1ic.r Buresu oilices niid privnte ol>servnt.ories were 
ererg\vlwrc 1msy for serer:il liours * *  nnsK-ering t,lie 
queshns  of t,he curious i d  :illn.yiug t.lic! fears of t>he 
superst.it.ious." The nature of nin.ny of the y t i o i i s  
offers an iiit.crest.ing i n c h  of the present uiiusu;i mentd 
state of ninny of our people. 

On iiiiothcr mge we print Prof. C!. S. 1I:istings's esplmn- 
t.icrii of the 1i:i '1 o niid iiitmestiiig feiit.ures that have. been 
discovered by the aid of pliot.ogr:ipliy. George S. Bliss, 
Sect ion L)ircct,or in clinrgc of t,i:e. LVentlirr Bureau st.nt,ioii 
at Pliilnclclpliia, seiicls the following description of the 
plienonieiion :is seen at, liis st,at.ioii : 

On 3Iay 20. 1!Il5, there was \*isilJle at. this tqtaiion. m11 fur sonie 
tlistaiicc nround. tlio most. I.williant solar hslo 1 have ever wen. The 
plienomciion lasted, with lit.t.le or no change ill appe:ir.ince, from 
11) :a. m. until 12:30 p. ni., wlien the cloutls ihangeil t,n cirro-cumulus 
and it ilisappeiwed quite nl.lnipt.l?;. The inner circle [ l i ~ l o  of 22"?] 
WLS 3s Griglit. 3 s  :my rainlJow-. mliilc t.lie wgruent of the c.ukr circle 
[-IP-lldi.i*?J was :rlmoat :as lviglit,, Iuit w~:s iimited in estciit to an arc 
of a1 wit. or 70'. The xnxtll scmnrl:tr?; circle [pdielici circle] 
was cuniplete. was very bright, and perfectly white with no yellowish 
cast. 
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This report hv Mr. Bliss wiis of interest in confirming 
tlie resence and the Ienoth of t'lie inferior seginriite of t,he 

following. Other rep0rt.s on these h : i h  may rewnl 
furt,her interesling features, but, it. is part,icul:i.rlp t u  h n  
regretked that Ah. .Bliss did not measure or ] h O t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l . p h  
his phenomenon, for, as point,ecl out below, i t  is pro'l~:rble 
that t81ie supposed 23"-halo was really t,lie circumscribeil 
halo of 33" soniet.inie3 caUcrl tLe Oral of Yent.uri (set 
this REVIEW, ,July, 1914, 42:439 niid fig. 10). Our iib- 
servations still eniphasize the great need in this cou1it.r)- 
for more itccurttte oljserr:~t.ions and measureinen t u  o f  
lidos. A h .  Andrus's observat,ions ( . 3 14) deserve spcciitl 
conimendnt.ion on t.liis a.ccount. B t,hnr obserrut~ions (.If 
the hnlo of Max 30 reveal the filct, t,lint the anthelion nncl 
tshe oblique wcs of t.he an blielion were certainly 01)serv- 
able a t  Readinm, Pa., and at Atlantic. City, p\T. *I.: but iiS 
point,ccl out c7sewlic.re (MONTHLI- w ~ - ~ T I I E ~  R > : ~ I E \ ~ - ,  
July, 12114, pp. 434-4351 the mere observation is of r~l:i.- 
tively sninll value, a.nd our reports froin those St.:itiI JllS 
do iiot tell us t,he angle between t,he arcs of the niitliclioii 
nor t,heir precise angular lengt,li.- c:. A., jr. 

46"- K a10 also reported by Prof. Httst.iii~s in his ttrt,ic.le 
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